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Member of the Georgia Federation of Saddle Clubs

                                        TIMED EVENTS

  Rules and Regulations

Effective March 16, 2011 Rules were re-visited and split for Timed and Pleasure

 See www.deepdixiepleasurehorse.com for Pleasure Rules and Information

UPDATED February 27, 2012 to reflect change in event order

Section I – General Rules

1.  All Deep Dixie Association (hereinafter referred to as the “Association”) member clubs shall sponsor and produce at least one (1) sanctioned point show during each membership year, unless otherwise released from this obligation by special action of the Board of Directors.  In the event that the sponsorship of a show would work a hardship on its membership, a club can petition the Association in writing, setting forth its reasons for such release.  The approval of said request shall be left to the discretion of the Association Board of Directors.  Should the request be approved the club may skip one year and remain in good standing, provided that the club’s dues are paid in full.  Should the request be denied, the club shall either proceed with the sponsorship of a show or be dropped from the Association, forfeiting any dues that may have been paid to date.

The number of benefit shows held during a show season shall be determined as needed from year to year.

2.   All shows sanctioned by the Association shall include all required classes and events that may have been adopted by the Association and in effect on the date of the show.  A list of these required classes shall be furnished to the clubs annually and these lists will be updated as often as changes are adopted.

3.  All shows sanctioned by the Association shall be OPEN shows.  OPEN meaning all such shows will be advertised as open to the general public.  Any horse and rider may enter and ride as long as they pay the required entry fees and ride according to the Rules and Regulations set forth by the Association.

4.  “Points of Merit” shall be kept on Timed Events by the Association Secretary (or separate Points keeper) on all qualified Association members who ride.  A running tally of these points shall be made available to the rider upon request and displayed at the registration desk at sanctioned shows as noted in #18 below.  These points shall be recorded as translated from the registration sheets required from each sanctioned show.   In the event that a non-Association rider places above an Association rider, the non-Association rider shall be entitled to the respective award for the earned place.  However, the non-Association rider will not effect the placement of points for the Association rider, with Association riders being moved up in sequence and shall receive credit accordingly.

The number of points shall be credited to an Association rider as follows:

1st Place            6 points

2nd Place           5 points

3rd Place            4 points

4th Place            3 points

5th Place            2 points

6th Place             1 point

EXCEPTION:   If there are less than six (6) riders in a class, points for this class shall be awarded according to the number of riders in the class.  Example:  Three riders in a class – 1st place = 3 points, 2nd place = 2 points, 3rd place = 1 point.

A. The registration sheets for all Association shows shall carry the following entry for the purpose of identifying Association members for point credit:

___________________________________ Name of Club

NOTE:  Each club Secretary shall be responsible for seeing that this entry appears on the sign-up sheets and that the club name is recorded next to the rider’s name on the class sheet.

B. Each club Secretary shall provide to the Association Secretary / Points Keeper, a list of members, including ages as of January 1 of the current show year by the conclusion of the first points show.  A duplicate copy of the list should be provided for the back-up points-keeper.

C. The Association Points Keeper will compile a list of riders after the first show, awarding points accordingly.  The list shall be available at the second point show for members review.  Any errors or omissions will be corrected and points re-calculated from the first show.  After the second show, no point changes will back up.  Any new members or corrections will be made from the second show forward.  It is local club’s responsibility to assure the points keeper is given any new member’s names and age groups upon their joining and prior to leaving the show.

D. Points for the Overall Timed Events High-Point award shall consist of the total points earned by an individual rider in each of the five timed events.

E. A back-up points keeper, appointed by the Association President, shall keep points for the purpose of helping to prevent disputes over recorded points.

F. End of Year awards for outstanding achievement shall be given to those members who are in good standing with the Association and have earned such awards in the following categories:

Top Six in:     Ponies 1-12

                      Small Fry 1-12

                      Youth 13 – 19

                      Ladies 20-38        

                      Ladies 39 & Over 

                      Men 20-38          

                      Men 39 & Over   
In addition, Overall High Point award shall be given as stated in 4-D above.

5.  All sanctioned shows shall be conducted in accordance with Association Rules and Regulations.  However, the Association shall have no jurisdiction over shows that a member club chooses to hold on it own without the sanction of the Association.  It shall be understood that no club shall schedule or hold a non-sanctioned show on a date already scheduled by the Association for a sanctioned show.

6.  All sanctioned shows shall require the use of a class sheet approved by the Association, the original of which shall be furnished to the points keeper at the immediate conclusion of each show.  A copy of these class sheets should be provided for the back up points keeper.

A sample class sheet may be provided to each club before the 1st point show by the Association Secretary.

7.  All timed events at the Association sanctioned shows shall be timed by an electronic time clock in good working order and reading to the hundredth of a second (reading to the thousandth of a second is permissible).  A stand by clock meeting these requirements shall be provided by the host club.

8.  No admission to the club grounds shall be charged by any club at an Association sanctioned show.

9.  No alcoholic beverages shall be allowed within fifty (50) feet of the arena fence during an Association sanctioned show.  It shall be the responsibility of the Association Rules Committee and the sponsoring club to enforce this rule.  

A. Unsportsmanshiplike conduct or rowdiness of any kind will not be tolerated at any Association function and will be dealt with in the following manner:

Non-Members:  May be asked to leave the premises and forfeit any and all applicable entry fees.

Members:  May be asked to leave the premises and forfeit any and all applicable fees.  May also forfeit any accumulated points pending a formal hearing before the Board of Directors.

B. Additional sanctions may be imposed by the Rules Committee.

10.  Entry fees for Deep Dixie Timed Events shows shall be $3.50 (updated 2007-2008 show year) per class.   No tab will be allowed at any Deep Dixie shows.  All entry fees must be paid at registration.  Payback may be picked up at the conclusion of each class or at the end of the show.

11.  All awards at Association sanctioned shows shall be governed by the Association Rules Committee from year to year.  At all Association sanctioned shows, the payback basis for all classes shall be calculated as follows:

A. Entry fee of $3.50 – first $1.00 comes out and goes directly to Deep Dixie Association for year end awards.  Payback based on 70% of the remaining $2.50 divided at 40% for 1st place, 20% for 2nd place, and 10% for 3rd place.

B. No payback will be given for 4th, 5th, or 6th places.  Points will be awarded for up to six (6 places)

C. An entry is determined when a rider pays to enter the class.  If a rider should scratch after paying the entry fee, the entry will be counted in the payback as the money was paid.  If for some reason, the club refunds the entry fee to the rider – it must be so noted in order to not be counted when the Points Keeper submits the talley of number of riders (see #12 below).

Examples of how to calculate the Payback

EX:  if you have 25 riders at $2.50 = $62.50.         30% goes to the club = $18.75

                                                                   1st place at 40% of $62.50)  =    25.00 

                                                                   2nd place at 20% of $62.50  =     12.50 

                                                                   3rd place at 10% of $62.50    =     6.25 

                                                                                                      Total    $ 62.50

OR even more simple -  25 riders -  1st place $1.00 each  $25.00

                                                        2nd    1/2  of 1st          12.50

                                                        3rd    1/2  of 2nd           6.25

12.  The host club shall collect and retain all monies remaining after the initial $1.00 to DDA and payback from a regular Association sanctioned show.  The club shall bear and be responsible for all expenses incurred by the production of the sanctioned show.  

At BENEFIT shows, the host club shall retain all concession stand receipts and $100 as decided at the 12/3/06 meeting.  All other monies collected shall be turned in to the Association.  No payback shall be made to riders with entry fee monies at benefit shows.

The Points Keeper will forward, by email, a talley of the number of riders for the show with total amount due to DDA by Monday after a Saturday show.  The Club should remit funds to the DDA Treasurer within 10 days of the show date.  (as decided on 12/3/06)

13.  The Association shall not charge a fee of any kind for approving or scheduling a sanctioned show, nor shall the Association be held responsible for any expenses incurred by the production of a sanctioned show.  The previously mentioned entry fee deduction shall be paid to the Association Treasurer within ten days of the show date as noted in 13 above.

14.  All barrel race events shall be run with cardboard or plastic barrels with the metal rims cut off or padded for the rider’s protection.  No metal barrels will be allowed.

15.  All pole bending events shall be run with “Martha Josey” type pole bases.

16.  At all Association shows, the cone weave events shall be run with plastic traffic cones, painted white and cut to the following requirements:

Rubber base:              15 ½” square without weights

Cone base:                  10 ½” in diameter          Height:  21” measured inside the center to top

A. One horse’s foot over a cone constitutes jumping, disqualifying the ride.

B. Three (3) judges, qualified to be in the arena and familiar with the Rules must be in the arena at all times during pole bending and cone weave events.  Only two (2) judges will be required during barrel events.

17.  Any Association rider shall have the right to request an audit of the recorded points at the end of each show year.  If so requested, the Association President shall arrange for the points to be fully audited by a Certified Public Accountant, provided the rider’s club shall vote to the pay the cost of the audit and so inform the Association President in writing.

18.  Point standings will be posted at every Association sanctioned show after the first show of the season.

19.  Member club dues will be $400.00 beginning with the 2002/2003 show year.  The dues are payable anytime prior to the last show of the season.

No member club will allow a person under 18 to join without a parent or legal guardian as a family membership.  Membership dues are left up to the discretion of the member clubs.

20.  An individual or family may hold membership in more than one club or Association.  For incentive awards and State Show qualification purposes, only one membership will be recognized for points.  This must be declared as your “Home Club” at the first sanctioned ride.

21.  The Association Awards Committee shall be comprised of the Board of Directors.

22.  No individual may represent the Association in any capacity without the expressed consent of the Association President or Board of Directors.  The Association President or his / her designee shall be present at Association functions.

23.  Should a club drop from the Association, any member belonging to that club shall the right to join another member club and continue earning points for year-end awards.

24.  No additional classes may be held during a Deep Dixie show.  Any additional class(es) must be held after the regular show has concluded.

25.  All Association shows will be held on Saturday.  Timed events will begin at 12:00 noon (effective 2008-2009)    No Judged and Timed Event shows may be scheduled at the same arena on the same day.

26.  The Association will reimburse Association Officers for expenses incurred with the approval of the Board of Directors.

Section II - Rider’s Rules

1.  All riders, members and non-members alike, shall ride and compete at sanctioned shows under the full jurisdiction of the Association rules and regulations in effect on that date.  A copy of these rules and regulations will be available at the sign up booth.  (A copy will be maintained in the Official Point Book)

2.  Any decision involving rules, and not covered specifically by an adopted Association rule, shall be left to the judgment of the Rules Committee, headed by the Third Vice-President and the presidents of each club.  All Rules Committee meetings shall be closed meetings.

3.  “Points of Merit” shall be kept on all Association riders at all sanctioned shows for the purpose of presenting Association year-end awards and for qualifying riders for State Show competition.

A. At all shows, all riders 18 and over shall be required to work either in the sign up area or the arena at some point during the show.  Failure to work at shows may disqualify a rider from receiving year- end awards or competing at State Show.

B. To determine the work schedule:  Once the show schedule is set - The host club will always work the Arena Race (eff 2011-2012 season).  The first show is set for the Host Club to work the Arena Race with all remaining clubs order work in a reverse rotating order (ex; the 2nd club to host a show would work the Texas for the first show, which would move them to the Arena Race for the 2nd show).  The rotation will be set and published on the year schedule by the points keeper.

 NOTE-  if less than 5 clubs - a change with the 2006-2007 show year for Timed Events shows the Host club working both the Texas and Arena events.

4.  Three horses will constitute a class.  In the event of less than three horses in a class, points for Association year-end awards and for qualifying riders for State Show will be awarded in accordance with Section I, Rule 4.  No payback will be given for that class, with the exception of Pony and 1-12 classes.

5.  Points shall be kept on the rider only.  A rider may show the same or different horses in events and accumulate points.

6.  A rider may register and enter the arena only once in his/her respective age group or class in each different event.   A horse may be ridden only once in an event in any one age group.  Only members of the same household may ride the same horse in the same event.

7.  All members who ride Ponies (50” and under) shall have a set of points compiled with the Points Keeper under the category of “Ponies”.    The Ponies class shall be restricted to children 12 and under.

A. Ponies shall be measured and recorded at the first sanctioned show.

Ponies must measure 50” or less at the withers.

       B.  A new rule has been entered on the Federation level effective with the 2009-2010 running season and the 2010 State Show.  This rule was adopted at the April 19, 2009 meeting as follows:
(  “ A rider cannot qualify to ride in both Pony and 1-12 classes in the same event.  However, he/she can switch back and forth between classes in different events.”   A timed event rider must designate at the first point show which event points should be counted on a Pony or a Horse.  This change is designed to help riders transition from pony to horse.

8.  Any contestant who breaks a piece of gear while in the arena during a Timed Event shall not be entitled to a re-ride.  In the event of gear breakage in a Timed event, the rider may finish the run if he/she can maintain control of the horse and successfully complete the pattern.

9.  A rider must be ready to run or show when his /her name or class is called.  Should a rider fail to be ready, due to a breakage of equipment only, he/she must drop to the end of the line in that class.  Should the rider already be at the end of the class, he/she will be given up to three (3) minutes to make repairs, after which he/she is automatically disqualified.  No rider shall be re-scheduled for any other reason.  The show secretary shall be responsible for seeing that riders are recorded on the class sheets to ride as they come up and not at the request of the rider.

A. Timed Events:  When the clock fails to operate, the announcer shall not inform the rider until the rider has successfully completed the pattern.

B. If the announcer stops a rider by mistake, the rider shall be entitled to a re-ride.

C. Timed Events:  If the clock fails to operate and the rider successfully completes the pattern, he/she shall be entitled to a re-ride.  If he/she disqualifies on the re-ride, he/she will be entitled to a second and final re-ride.

10.  No stimulants of any kind will be permitted to be used on any animal at an Association sanctioned show.  If an Association member suspects that a horse has been doped, he/she may put up a $25.00 bond and challenge the accused to a test.  A veterinarian will be summoned and the horse tested.  If the results are positive, the owner will be responsible for the vet bill.  He/She will be banned from the Association and his/her name will be sent to the Federation.  Should the accused refuse to pay the vet bill, the Association will pay the bill and the $25.00 bond will be refunded to the accuser.  If the results of the test are negative, the accuser will forfeit the bond to pay the vet bill.

11.  In case of a tie during any sanctioned show, the tie will be broken in the following manner:

A. Tie for 1st through 6th place in any class:  A run-off shall be held immediately following the class in which the tie occurs.  The contestants shall enter the arena in the same order as the original run.  Should the first contestant disqualify, the second contestant must run within two (2) seconds of his/her original run.  If the second contestant also disqualifies, the entire procedure is repeated.  If both or all contestants tied agree, the tie may be decided by the flip of a coin.

B. Tie for year-end awards and State Show qualification:  At the last sanctioned show of the season, all riders who are tied must be present to run off ties.  There will be only six (6) places awarded.  A rider must have attended at least 50% of the sanctioned shows to qualify for year-end awards.  Federation rules require that riders who qualify for State Show must have participated in at least 50% of their Association’s qualifying shows to ride at State.  Ties will be broken as outlined in  paragraph A above.

C. All ties must be run on the same horse as the original run.  A rider may not ride or borrow a fresh horse to run off a tie.

12.  A rider must register with the Association Points keeper at the last sanctioned show for State Show and must pay the required entry fee at this show.  The Association Points keeper has the authority to place the next rider in line to compete at State Show if a qualified rider fails to register at the last show.

13.  Any rider belonging to the Deep Dixie Association who shows for another association at the State Show will not be eligible for year-end awards with Deep Dixie.

14.  All contestants will be placed in age groups according to their age as of January 1 of the current show year.  (The normal schedule shows the 1st show of the season in September or October, after State Show, with the official season per year ending at state show – ex:  Shows held after state show 2010 would be 2011 season)
15.  Announcers will call contestants to ride from the top of the class sheet. After the first rider has entered the arena, registration for that class is closed.

16.  Any rider in the Association who qualifies for State Show and does not go will forfeit year-end awards.  However, if a rider is unable to participate in State Show and has a legitimate excuse, approved by the Board of Directors, he/she may be excused from State Show participation and still receive year-end awards.

17.  Any rider who qualifies for State Show in a particular event and does not show in that event at State Show will forfeit all points in that class toward year-end awards unless waived by the Board of Directors.

18.  Dress Code   Timed Events:  Effective 2008-2009, Tank Tops have been approved for DDA shows.  This approval is Association only, not Federation – so shirts with sleeves must be worn at State Show.  No halter tops, spaghetti strap, swimsuit tops or midriffs will be allowed.  Please use discretion.

19.  In the event of postponement of an Association show for cause, the make up show will be held on the first available “rain date”.  At least two (2) rain-dates will be set at the same time at the regular show dates are set.

A. In the event that a host club’s arena will not be available for a make up show, the show may be moved to another club’s arena.  However, the decision to move to another arena will be left up to the host club.

B. The decision to postpone a show because of adverse conditions shall be left entirely to the discretion of the host club president.  It shall be his/her responsibility to notify the Association President no later than 10:00 AM the day of the show for Timed events if conditions do not allow for the show to be held that day.  (Due to the change in shows beginning at 12:00 noon, Host Club’s should strongly strive to notify Association President by Friday night)

20.  It shall be the responsibility of the host club president to be sure that the arena is in the best possible condition on the day of an Association sanctioned show.  The arena should be free of holes, rocks, or other undesirable conditions.  There should be no grass in the running paths or around the inner perimeter of the arena fence.  Alleyways for running events should be at least sixty (60) feet in length where possible.

21.  All animals at Association sanctioned shows must be properly restrained at all times.  Dogs must be on a leash and horses must be tied or held by a lead line.  No animals should be allowed to roam free.

22.  It is not a disqualification to touch or hold a pole, barrel, or cone in the timed events.  Disqualifications in timed events shall include cone-jumping, failure to run the pattern correctly or knocking over a pole, cone, or barrel.

23.  No mounted riders are allowed in the alleyways during timed event runs.  If a mounted rider assists another rider into the alleyway, the helper must immediately move out of the alleyway for safety purposes.  If the helper fails to leave the alleyway, the rider may be disqualified.  Persons who assist another rider while on foot may remain in the alleyway until the rider comes out of the arena.

24.  The order of events at all Deep Dixie shows will be as follows:

         Poles

         Cloverleaf  (this was voted and agreed for the 2011-2012 Season)

         Cones                           Note:  This is different at State Show with Cloverleaf last

         Texas Barrels

         Arena Race

25.  Each event shall be run in the following age group orders

        Ponies 1 - 12

        1 - 12

        13 – 19

        Ladies 20- 38              

        Ladies 39 and Over          Note:  This is different at State Show with Men 20-38  

        Men 20 – 38                                 running before Ladies 39 and Over
        Men 39 & Over          

26.  No rider or exhibitor under the age of 18 will be allowed to ride or show a Stallion at any Deep Dixie show.

27.  Hat Fine of $5.00  added effective 2008-2009.  If a rider enters the ring with a hat and looses the hat during the run (before exiting the alleyway) a fine of $5.00 will be imposed or the rider will forfeit any points for that run.  Fine is due immediately following the run.  This is by incident (not by show).

28.  Official Practice Date for State -  It was decided at the June 22, 2009 meeting for an official practice show date to be set prior to state each year.  The 2nd Saturday of August was designated as the official date.  Details on how this will be handled (where, etc) will be discussed each year.

As of September 12, 2008 - clubs included in Deep Dixie Association – Timed Events are:

Irwin County Saddle Club, Ocilla, Georgia                Piney Woods Saddle Club, Valdosta, Georgia

Southwest Georgia Saddle Club, Camilla, Georgia     Tift County Saddle Club, Tifton, Georgia

Turner County Saddle Club, Ashburn, Georgia

Rules updated February 27, 2012

See www.deepdixiepleasurehorse.com for Judged Rules

 (clpowell)
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